NEVER FORGET THE VICTIMS OF COMMUNIST TYRANNY
BY SAL RODRIGUEZ

https://www.dailynews.com/2025/11/07/never-forget-the-victims-of-communist-tyranny/

(my replies to Rodriguez’s article will appear in bold)

Everyone seems to agree with the idea of learning from history, but few seem to actually do so.
Today, the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation marks Victims of Communism Memorial Day. The foundation, established by an act of Congress under President Bill Clinton, is dedicated to reminding Americans about the horrors of communism.

Sal, we’ve yet to see them list the horrors of communism.
What we always see is – the listing of crimes by leaders
who claim their country is a “communist” nation.

I have a feeling that you are going to do the exact same thing.

The authors of “The Black Book of Communism: Crimes, Terror, Repression,” published in 1997, estimate upward of 100 million people died under communist regimes, largely of course in Communist China and the Soviet Union. Mass famine of course killed people by the millions, with tens of millions of people dying under Mao’s “Great Leap Forward” scheme to rapidly industrialize China. Around 1 to 2 million others were murdered or driven to suicide during the Cultural Revolution. There was also the “Great Purge” in the Soviet Union, for example, in which Joseph Stalin had around 700,000 to over a million people executed. And there was also the Cambodian genocide carried out by the Khmer Rouge, which resulted in the deaths of upwards of 2 million people, a quarter of Cambodia’s population.

Sal, you listed mass slaughters of people by … fascists.
Communism had nothing to do with those slaughters.
But, we are all anxiously waiting for you to explain
how communism caused those deaths.
Take your time, we’ll wait.

Beyond the outright annihilation of people and the considerable trauma that brought onto people, leftist regimes inflicted considerable misery in myriad other ways.

Sal, “leftist” regimes are not “fascist.”
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+are+%22leftist%22+regimes
It seems you may have spent a little too much time getting your information from Fox … “news.”

From direct control of how and where people lived, to criminalizing free expression, to subjecting people to a life of intentional scarcity, socialist and communist regimes brought misery wherever they went.

Sal, perhaps you could explain how socialism and communism
order the direct control over the things you just mentioned.
You can’t do it … can ya?

From personal experience as someone who has been fortunate to visit a number of post-communist nations in Eastern Europe, even today you can see the lingering legacy of socialist and communist failure decades later.

Sal, you think you see the lingering legacy of failure,
when, what you might actually be seeing,
are the effects resulting from the victories of fascist leaders.

Abandoned towns, collapsed buildings and giant soulless communist concrete architecture everywhere.

Sal, attributing any of those things to communism would require … evidence.
Do you have any?
If so, would you be kind enough to present it?

A couple of years ago I visited Cuba. Within blocks of the Cuban Capitol building were totally collapsed structures and people begging on the streets. People spoke of the economic misery of life in Cuba.

Sal, I wonder if the decades-long embargos and blockades by the U.S.
had anything to do with that?

Asked about their “free” healthcare system, they pointed to shortages at hospitals and the need to bring your own medical supplies.

Sal, see previous reply.

And don’t get me started on the abysmal ration books given to Cubans, with entitlements to receive meager amounts of food every month.

Sal, do you know if your boy Trump is going to give those
to the millions of Americans who just lost their access to food?

And throughout my travels through Latin America in recent years, I’ve met many Venezuelans who had to flee the Maduro regime and were either trying to make life work in countries like Colombia or Panama or were planning to make their way to the United States. Naturally, they spoke of having no economic opportunities, and of their impression political participation was risky or a waste of time.

Sal, thanks for that great example of … a fascist bastard.
Do you have any examples of communism from Venezuela to share with us?
(advice to audience … don’t hold your breath).

Of course, you don’t have to go see it yourself. Here in Southern California, many of our neighbors are people who had to flee socialist tyranny. From the Vietnamese community to much of the Armenian community, many of the older folks have stories to tell. Ask them.
On theoretical grounds, on moral grounds, on real world grounds, socialism, communism and Marxism are total busts.

Sal, they ARE total busts … because they have been defeated by crony capitalism (fyi: just so we are clear – I am in favor of capitalism. As a “Social Democrat” I believe everyone should have the freedom to start their own business. But like everything else, it must be regulated to insure that people don’t wind up like the United States in 2025).
https://www.google.com/search?q=difference+democratic+socialist+and+social+democrat

All of this is to say: to hell with communism and never forget the victims of communism.

Sal, we all await your explanation, telling us how communism 
has victimized all those people who were destroyed by fascists.

Waiting …


from neo
https://theskepticarena.com/default.aspx

